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just, when taken in its full extent, that I shall make it
the groundwork of the inquiry on which I am entering.
As the Deity, he says; discovers Himself to us by His
'works, we have no rational grounds for ascribing to
Him attributes or actions dissimilar from those which
His works convey. It follows, then, that in discrimi-
nating between those Miracles which can and those
which cannot be ascribed to God, we must be guided
by the information with which experience furnishes
us concerning His wisdom, goodness, and other attri-
butes. Since a Miracle is an act out of the known
track of Divine agency, as regards the physical sys-
tem, it is almost indispensable to show its consistency
with the Divine agency, at least, in some other point
of view; if, that is, it is recognised as the work of the
same power. Now, I contend that this reasonable
demand is satisfied in the Jewish and Christian Scrip-
tures, in which we find a narrative of Miracles alto-
gether answering in their character and circumstances
to those general ideas which the ordinary course of
Divine Providence enables us to form concerning the
attributes and actions of God.

While, writers expatiate so largely on the laws of
nature, they altogether forget the existence of a moral
system : a system which, though but partially under-
stood, and but general in its appointments as acting
upon free agents, is as intelligible in its laws and pro-
visions as the material world. Connected with this